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Eucalypt, mostly Eucalyptus globulus, is the exotic tree species occupying the largest area of Portuguese 
planted forest. Eucalypts were introduced in the country more than one hundred years ago. However, it was only 
in the second half of the 20th century that the area of plantations grew with the onset of their use in the paper 
and pulp industry. Being an exotic species, it was initially free from pests and diseases but, over time, the number 
of insects and pathogens affecting these plants increased. Recently, a disease syndrome characterised by leaf 
necrosis, stem girdling, and cutting dieback in nurseries and young plantations was detected, as well as a new 
disease causing root rot and dieback in plantations. By combining morphological, cultural, and molecular data, 
five new species of Neopestalotiopsis were described associated with that syndrome (Neopestalotiopsis 
eucalyptorum, Neopestalotiopsis hispanica, Neopestalotiopsis iberica, Neopestalotiopsis longiappendiculata, 
Neopestalotiopsis lusitanica), and two species of Phytophthora were identified in root rot and dieback sympto-
matic plants (P. cinnamomi and P. alticola), being the first report of P. alticola outside South Africa. These 
emerging diseases have required additional research efforts to achieve good control methodologies. 
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